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Enligt Riktlinjer för löpande utvärdering av kurser och utbildningsprogramme vid Högskolan 

i Borås (Dnr 589-17) ska programmerapporten utgå ifrån följande aspekter: 

1) Studenternas möjlighet till ansvar och delaktighet 

2) Sambanden mellan programmets kurser samt mellan examensmål, lärandemål 

undervisningsformer och examinationer 

3) Forskningsanknytning i programmet 

4) Programmets resurser och hur dessa har använts 

5) Programmets användbarhet och förberedelse för ett föränderligt arbetsliv 

 

This is the programme evaluation for the three parallel MSc programmes.  

Resource Recovery- Biotechnology and Bioeconomy  

Resource Recovery- Sustainable Energy Processes  

Resource Recovery- Polymer Materials for a Circular Economy  

Out of 10 students registered to the programme in all three tracks in 2023, 4 graduated the 

programme in May 2025. This includes 2 students from TAREB, 1 student from TAREE and 

1 student from TEREP. Of students registered in TAREB, 1 student later graduated in August 

2025. As of previous years, the programme hosted exchange students from mainly France and 



Germany, who periodically participated in parts of the programme to study different course 

modules. 

 

1) Studenternas möjlighet till ansvar och delaktighet  

As of previous years, students’ feedback was collected regularly throughout their two-year 

studies, where students had the opportunity to provide the programme coordinator with their 

evaluation of the master’s programme in Resource Recovery. Course evaluation was 

conducted for each course within the programme at the end of each study period. When it 

comes to programme evaluation, one mid-programme and one final evaluation survey were 

performed, with the latter evaluation happening during the graduation day (EXIT2025), 

where students provided feedback on the quality of the programme and courses. In addition, 

teachers and programme coordinator have frequent discussions throughout the whole 

programme regarding the quality of the programme and specific courses. 

Overall, student feedback indicated that the MSc programme in Resource Recovery is well 

received. Students also acknowledged the programme’s relevance to sustainability and 

coverage of a good range resource recovery topics. Most students reported that the 

programme meets their expectations and provides valuable knowledge, highlighting specific 

courses such as life cycle assessment and resource recovery, as particularly beneficial. Many 

students also expressed that they would recommend the programme, emphasizing the 

interdisciplinary nature and connection to real-world challenges. At the same time, the 

feedback reveals several areas for improvement. Students pointed to inconsistencies in course 

quality, unclear learning outcomes, and a need for more application-oriented teaching 

approaches. They also noted some challenges related to programme structure, including tight 

exam scheduling, limited connection between courses, and in some cases lack of clarity in 

assignments and expectations. Group work within some courses also has been a concern, 

particularly regarding unequal contribution among students. Overall, while the programme is 

appreciated for its content and relevance, students suggest that improvements in coordination, 

clarity, and pedagogical approach could enhance their learning experience. Actions have been 

taken to address students’ comments and feedback regarding the programme structure and 

expectations by preparing a comprehensive document “Guidelines and Expectations for 

Masters Studies in Resource Recovery” that is presented to all master students during the 

introductory session from Autumn 2025. 

 

2) Sambanden mellan programmets kurser samt mellan examensmål, lärandemål 

undervisningsformer och examinationer  

As of previous years, the programme uses different teaching and examination methods, 

including on campus and online lectures, laboratory work (both physical and simulated), 

seminars, group discussions, study visits, group project work (with both written reports and 

oral presentations), and hands-on research during thesis year. As of autumn 2021, a stronger 

focus has been placed on seminars, discussions, and case studies. The courses in the first 



semester focus on providing student with general but comprehensive information on relevant 

concepts in resource recovery (courses such as Resource Recovery I and II) and provide 

students with assessment tools to understand business insights and methodological 

knowledge, including life-cycle analysis (courses such as Life Cycle Assessment and Circular 

Economy). During the second year, the programme offers courses related to the specific 

orientation selected by the students (biotechnology, energy, or polymer).  

 

3) Forskningsanknytning i programmet  

The programme has a strong research integration, which is embedded in several courses 

through research-oriented components. These include searching for and critically reviewing 

scientific literature, analysing and evaluating different approaches, and producing reports and 

texts with a scientific structure. Both general courses presented in the first semester (such as 

Resource Recovery I and II) and subject specific courses presented in the second semester 

include moments providing students with comprehensive information on ongoing research in 

the field of resource recovery at the University of Borås and at national and international 

level. Colleagues at the Department of Resource Recovery and Building Technology who are 

active researchers in areas such as thermal processes, polymer materials, biotechnology, and 

resource management also share experience and insights on previous and ongoing research 

within the field with the students that enhances further research integration. In addition, 

subject specific courses presented in the second semester highlight state-of-the-art research, 

identify knowledge gaps, and address future development opportunities within the field of 

resource recovery. Master’s thesis projects are carried out in research-oriented environments, 

either within the university’s laboratories or in collaboration with external companies and 

research partners. This provides students with the opportunity to engage with current research 

and development challenges. 

 

4) Programmets resurser och hur dessa har använts  

The master’s programme is closely linked to the research environment at the Department of 

Resource Recovery and Building Technology. Teaching is delivered by research-active staff 

at all academic levels, from lecturers to professors, who contribute as course coordinators, 

examiners, and members of the teaching teams. In addition, doctoral students are involved in 

teaching activities, including laboratory supervision and supervision of master’s thesis 

projects. This ensures that students are continuously exposed to current research perspectives 

and methodological approaches throughout the programme. 

The programme provides access to well-developed laboratory environments within thermal 

processes, biotechnology, and polymer technology, which are actively integrated into 

teaching and project work. This enables students to apply theoretical knowledge in practical 

settings and supports the development of scientific skills and critical thinking. 



Students are further integrated into the research environment through participation in research 

group activities. Research groups regularly hold meetings and seminars, including 

presentations by national and international guest researchers, to which master’s students are 

invited. Master’s thesis projects are conducted in close connection with ongoing research or 

in collaboration with external partners, ensuring relevance to current research and 

development challenges. In addition, course-based projects and case studies provide 

opportunities for interaction with doctoral students and researchers, thereby strengthening 

students’ understanding of scientific inquiry and their preparedness for both research and 

professional practice. 

 

5) Programmets användbarhet och förberedelse för ett föränderligt arbetsliv  

Follow-up of graduates indicates that students from the programme have managed to join the 

business, industry or academia within a short period after graduation. Most MSc graduates in 

Resource Recovery have obtained positions in Swedish industry and research institutes, 

demonstrating that the programme provides competencies relevant to current labour market 

needs. 

The programme also prepares students for further academic studies. A notable proportion of 

doctoral students within the department are alumni of our master’s programme, and several 

graduates have been admitted to PhD programmes at Swedish (e.g. Chalmers) and 

international universities (e.g. University of Luxembourg), indicating strong preparedness for 

research careers. 

 


